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(f) Suspension or termination of recov-
ery of reimbursement. (1) An agency 
must seek reimbursement from a liable 
third party on all claims for which it 
determines that the amount it reason-
ably expects to recover will be greater 
than the cost of recovery. Recovery ef-
forts may be suspended or terminated 
only if they are not cost effective. 

(2) The State plan must specify the 
threshold amount or other guideline 
that the agency uses in determining 
whether to seek recovery of reimburse-
ment from a liable third party, or de-
scribe the process by which the agency 
determines that seeking recovery of re-
imbursement would not be cost effec-
tive. 

(3) The State plan must also specify 
the dollar amount or period of time for 
which it will accumulate billings with 
respect to a particular liable third 
party in making the decision whether 
to seek recovery of reimbursement. 

[50 FR 46665, Nov. 12, 1985, as amended at 51 
FR 16319, May 2, 1986; 60 FR 35503, July 10, 
1995; 62 FR 23140, Apr. 29, 1997] 

§ 433.140 FFP and repayment of Fed-
eral share. 

(a) FFP is not available in Medicaid 
payments if— 

(1) The agency failed to fulfill the re-
quirements of §§ 433.138 and 433.139 with 
regard to establishing liability and 
seeking reimbursement from a third 
party; 

(2) The agency received reimburse-
ment from a liable third party; or 

(3) A private insurer would have been 
obligated to pay for the service except 
that its insurance contract limits or 
excludes payments if the individual is 
eligible for Medicaid. 

(b) FFP is available at the 50 percent 
rate for the agency’s expenditures in 
carrying out the requirements of this 
subpart. 

(c) If the State receives FFP in Med-
icaid payments for which it receives 
third party reimbursement, the State 
must pay the Federal government a 
portion of the reimbursement deter-
mined in accordance with the FMAP 
for the State. This payment may be re-
duced by the total amount needed to 
meet the incentive payment in § 433.153. 

ASSIGNMENT OF RIGHTS TO BENEFITS 

§ 433.145 Assignment of rights to bene-
fits—State plan requirements. 

(a) A State plan must provide that, 
as a condition of eligibility, each le-
gally able applicant or recipient is re-
quired to: 

(1) Assign to the Medicaid agency his 
or her rights, or the rights of any other 
individual eligible under the plan for 
whom he or she can legally make an 
assignment, to medical support and to 
payment for medical care from any 
third party; 

(2) Cooperate with the agency in es-
tablishing paternity and in obtaining 
medical support and payments, unless 
the individual establishes good cause 
for not cooperating, and except for in-
dividuals described in section 
1902(l)(1)(A) of the Act (poverty level 
pregnant women), who are exempt from 
cooperating in establishing paternity 
and obtaining medical support and pay-
ments from, or derived from, the father 
of the child born out of wedlock; and 

(3) Cooperate in identifying and pro-
viding information to assist the Med-
icaid agency in pursuing third parties 
who may be liable to pay for care and 
services under the plan, unless the in-
dividual establishes good cause for not 
cooperating. 

(b) A State plan must provide that 
the requirements for assignments, co-
operation in establishing paternity and 
obtaining support, and cooperation in 
identifying and providing information 
to assist the State in pursuing any lia-
ble third party under §§ 433.146 through 
433.148 are met. 

(c) A State plan must provide that 
the assignment of rights to benefits ob-
tained from an applicant or recipient is 
effective only for services that are re-
imbursed by Medicaid. 

[55 FR 48606, Nov. 21, 1990, as amended at 58 
FR 4907, Jan. 19, 1993] 

§ 433.146 Rights assigned; assignment 
method. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the agency must re-
quire the individual to assign to the 
State— 

(1) His own rights to any medical 
care support available under an order 
of a court or an administrative agency, 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:41 Nov 03, 2009 Jkt 217182 PO 00000 Frm 00113 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217182.XXX 217182dc
ol

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

2B
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



102 

42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–09 Edition) § 433.147 

and any third party payments for med-
ical care; and 

(2) The rights of any other individual 
eligible under the plan, for whom he 
can legally make an assignment. 

(b) Assignment of rights to benefits 
may not include assignment of rights 
to Medicare benefits. 

(c) If assignment of rights to benefits 
is automatic because of State law, the 
agency may substitute such an assign-
ment for an individual executed assign-
ment, as long as the agency informs 
the individual of the terms and con-
sequences of the State law. 

§ 433.147 Cooperation in establishing 
paternity and in obtaining medical 
support and payments and in iden-
tifying and providing information 
to assist in pursuing third parties 
who may be liable to pay. 

(a) Scope of requirement. The agency 
must require the individual who as-
signs his or her rights to cooperate in— 

(1) Establishing paternity of a child 
born out of wedlock and obtaining 
medical support and payments for him-
self or herself and any other person for 
whom the individual can legally assign 
rights, except that individuals de-
scribed in section 1902(l)(1)(A) of the 
Act (poverty level pregnant women) 
are exempt from these requirements 
involving paternity and obtaining med-
ical support and payments from, or de-
rived from, the father of the child born 
out of wedlock; and 

(2) Identifying and providing infor-
mation to assist the Medicaid agency 
in pursuing third parties who may be 
liable to pay for care and services 
under the plan. 

(b) Essentials of cooperation. As part of 
a cooperation, the agency may require 
an individual to— 

(1) Appear at a State or local office 
designated by the agency to provide in-
formation or evidence relevant to the 
case; 

(2) Appear as a witness at a court or 
other proceeding; 

(3) Provide information, or attest to 
lack of information, under penalty of 
perjury; 

(4) Pay to the agency any support or 
medical care funds received that are 
covered by the assignment of rights; 
and 

(5) Take any other reasonable steps 
to assist in establishing paternity and 
securing medical support and pay-
ments, and in identifying and providing 
information to assist the State in pur-
suing any liable third party. 

(c) Waiver of cooperation for good 
cause. The agency must waive the re-
quirements in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section if it determines that the 
individual has good cause for refusing 
to cooperate. 

(1) With respect to establishing pa-
ternity of a child born out of wedlock 
or obtaining medical care support and 
payments, or identifying or providing 
information to assist the State in pur-
suing any liable third party for a child 
for whom the individual can legally as-
sign rights, the agency must find the 
cooperation is against the best inter-
ests of the child, in accordance with 
factors specified for the Child Support 
Enforcement Program at 45 CFR part 
232. If the State title IV-A agency has 
made a finding that good cause for re-
fusal to cooperate does or does not 
exist, the Medicaid agency must adopt 
that finding as its own for this purpose. 

(2) With respect to obtaining medical 
care support and payments for an indi-
vidual and identifying and providing 
information to assist in pursuing liable 
third parties in any case not covered 
by paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the 
agency must find that cooperation is 
against the best interests of the indi-
vidual or the person to whom Medicaid 
is being furnished because it is antici-
pated that cooperation will result in 
reprisal against, and cause physical or 
emotional harm to, the individual or 
other person. 

(d) Procedures for waiving cooperation. 
With respect to establishing paternity, 
obtaining medical care support and 
payments, or identifying and providing 
information to assist the State in pur-
suing liable third parties for a child for 
whom the individual can legally assign 
rights, the agency must use the proce-
dures specified for the Child Support 
Enforcement Program at 45 CFR part 
232. With respect to obtaining medical 
care support and payments or to iden-
tifying and providing information to 
assist the State in pursuing liable third 
parties for any other individual, the 
agency must adopt procedures similar 
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